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HERITAGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA ACT 1990 REVIEW — PHASE 2 DISCUSSION PAPER 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Heritage) [2.07 pm]: On 19 April I initiated a review of the 
Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990 with the release of the first phase discussion paper. After 20 years of 
operation, the act is very much in need of review. As a community, we all have a vested interest in ensuring that 
any changes lead to an act that is open, transparent and simple to operate and understand, and able to reflect best 
practice in the recognition and protection of heritage places. Therefore, it is vital that everyone has a chance to 
guide what will be in the new act. 

The first phase of discussion, which operated from April to June, sought people’s views on how the act could be 
improved. There was a very good response, with 43 responses to the online survey and 57 written submissions 
received. The submissions have come from a wide range of stakeholders, including members of the public, 
property owners, state government agencies, local government authorities and Hon Lynn MacLaren, MLC. In 
addition, direct consultation with a range of key stakeholder groups took place. 

The review submissions raised a number of strategic issues: the scope of the act—historic, Indigenous, natural 
and maritime; the registration process, including decision making; municipal inventories; repair orders; financial 
and other incentives; the Heritage Council’s role in local heritage; and moveable heritage and archaeological 
sites. 

The phase 2 discussion paper further develops these themes with each strategic issue featuring a statement of 
strategic intent; what a new Heritage Act should do; a rationale—this is a distillation of issues with the current 
act, experience and practice, feedback from the consultation paper and practices elsewhere in mostly Australian 
jurisdictions; a proposal; and discussion points. The discussion paper encourages comment on the following 
questions: Will the proposal work? Will it work with some changes? How do these changes improve the 
proposal? If it will not work, why not? What is an alternative proposal?  

I have great pleasure in today releasing the phase 2 discussion paper. I urge all interested organisations and 
individuals to have their say. This can be done by written submission or through completion of the online form 
available at the Heritage Council website. Submissions close on 2 December 2011. This is an opportunity for 
everyone to take part in guiding the future of heritage in Western Australia. 
 


